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exertions of Mr. Hoover, cordially supported by the American
people. It would be impossible to speak too highly of his
efforts to provide foodstuffs for the Allies, and of the way
in which he invariably responded to the joint requests of
my French and Italian colleagues and myself, who have
throughout acted in the closest and most intimate co-opera-
tion. There came a time early in the year when wheat
could not be supplied to the Allies from the United States
unless the American people were willing themselves to go
short. Mr. Hoover placed the facts before them. The
response to the appeal for self-denial was immediate and
remarkable, and enabled large shipments to be made at a
time when, according to all calculations, there was no
exportable surplus in America.

In the early months of the year again, owing to the exces-
sive cold, there were difficulties of apparently an unsur-
mountable nature in the conveyance of foodstuffs by rail
from the interior to the coast for shipment abroad. These
were overcome by the energetic and courageous action of
Mr. McAdoo, the Director-General of Railways (and also
Secretary of the Treasury), who issued orders that the
transport of food to seaboard for the Allies should have
absolute precedence over all other traffic.

" In regard to the production of new ships, which gave
cause for anxiety six months ago, Mr. Hurley, with the
assistance of Mr. Schwab, has made truly remarkable
progress. The record of actual launchings and the number
of ships placed in commission during the last two months,
and the prospects for the remaining months of the year,
inspire complete confidence that as the result of our joint
efforts of construction and of our naval forces the sub-
marine menace will not only continue to be held in check,
but is doomed to failure. We must, however, never slacken
our energies, for there is ever an increasing demand for
shipping in consequence of ^the continuous stream of
American troops to France who must be fed and supplied.

^" To an ever-increasing degree America has given and is
giving invaluable assistance in the prosecution of the War.
The dull and undramatic period of preparation has passed